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Nov. 4, 2020

50th anniversary plans updated with new safety
precautions in place due to COVID-19
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
In light of the ongoing pandemic and a recent increase in the number
of COVID-19 cases on campus and in local communities, strict safety
precautions—including limiting the numbers of people who can attend
in person—have been put in place for a series of commemorative events
to honor the lives lost in the Nov. 14, 1970, plane crash. This year
marks 50 years since Southern Airways Flight 932 crashed with 75
Thundering Herd teammates, coaches, staff, supporters and flight crew
members on board.
Information about the commemorative events and how the public can
participate virtually is as follows:
Marshall Football Memorial Rededication
On Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 10 a.m. the university will rededicate the Marshall Football Memorial, which
was designed by John Bodo and created by Vernon Howell. The statue, originally dedicated in 1971 in
front of the Pi Kappa Alpha (ΠΚΑ) house on 5th Ave., has been restored and relocated to the university’s
Huntington campus. Due to COVID-19 restrictions and a larger-than-anticipated response, this
ceremony will now be presented online only.


Viewing Information: Members of the public who want to attend the ceremony are asked to do
so virtually by clicking the link at www.marshall.edu/it/livestream/ at 11 a.m. (Note that the
virtual event starts an hour after the live rededication ceremony begins. Technical restrictions
prevent a live broadcast.).

Posthumous Degree Ceremony
On Friday, Nov. 13, at 4 p.m. in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse, Marshall will honor each student who
perished in the crash with a posthumous degree in their program of study. A total of 39 degrees will be

awarded, each dated with the student’s anticipated graduation date. Due to COVID-19 safety
restrictions on indoor event capacity and seating regulations, this event is by invitation only to
family members and masks and physical distancing are required.


Viewing Information: Members of the public who want to attend the ceremony are asked to do
so virtually by clicking the link at www.marshall.edu/it/livestream/ at 4 p.m.

Annual Memorial Fountain Ceremony
On Saturday, Nov. 14, at 9 a.m., the annual Memorial Fountain Ceremony will be held on the plaza of the
Memorial Student Center. Due to COVID-19 safety precautions, attendance is by invitation only
and masks and physical distancing are required.


Viewing Information: Members of the public who want to attend the ceremony are asked to do
so virtually by clicking on the link at www.marshall.edu/it/livestream/ at 9 a.m.

Football Game vs. Middle Tennessee State
On Saturday, Nov. 14, at noon, the Marshall University football team will take on Middle Tennessee
State University at Joan C. Edwards Stadium. The 75 people who died in the plane crash will be honored
at the game in a variety of ways, including a moment of silence prior to kickoff. Strict COVID-19
regulations regarding reduced crowd size, wearing masks and physical distancing will be
observed. For ticket information, visit www.herdzone.com or call 1-800-THE-HERD.
Details about commemorative events, including links to virtual events, are available
at www.marshall.edu/neverforget. Given the unpredictability of the pandemic and changing public health
guidelines, please monitor the website and the university’s official social media accounts for any lastminute updates.

Friday to be recognized as Student Mental Health Day
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
Provost Dr. Jaime Taylor sent the following message yesterday:
Dear Marshall community,
At the recommendation of the Office of Student Affairs and with the
support of the university’s Faculty Senate, this Friday, Nov. 6, will be
recognized as Student Mental Health Day at Marshall University.
Marshall’s faculty and administration are aware that our students are
unusually weary and stressed this semester. It is important to recognize that
everyone experiences stress, and that mental health is crucial to our total
health, well-being and success.
So, on Friday, we are asking students, faculty and staff to spend some
time reflecting on their mental health and to make a point of doing something for self-care. A list of
campus mental health resources is available on the Wellness Center website.
We also are encouraging faculty—if possible—to pause from instruction for this one day, using their
discretion to accommodate a day clear of deadlines, due dates and meetings. The university community
recognizes that not all faculty have flexibility in their syllabi at this point in the semester and that some
exams and important activities cannot be rescheduled. But we hope faculty will consider implementing
alternative learning methods to meet the day’s class objectives where possible.
To be clear: all students should expect to attend class, take scheduled exams, and submit assigned
work as scheduled on Friday unless the course instructor dismisses class and/or announces delayed
due dates as part of Student Mental Health Day. Note that the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine,
the School of Pharmacy and the School of Physical Therapy will proceed with all regularly scheduled
activities on Friday.
Observation of Student Mental Health Day is not mandatory; nor is it a day off for employees. It is not
intended to be the final step for perfect mental health. Rather, it is a concerted effort by everyone at the
university to focus collectively on the mental health and well-being of one another.
We hope that a brief pause will allow our entire campus community to take the steps necessary to be able
to finish this unprecedented semester with re-energized enthusiasm and clear minds.

Sincerely,
Jaime R. Taylor, Ph.D.
Provost/Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Marshall research symposium highlights applications of
Na/K-ATPase signaling
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine brought
together more than 50 researchers and clinician
scientists from five institutions to virtually discuss
recent innovations and research related to Na/KATPase signaling during the Second Annual Xie
Memorial Research Symposium.
The two-day event, held Oct. 26 and 27, featured
online presentations and panel discussion from
scientists from Kansas University Medical Center, Marshall University, Medical College of Wisconsin,
the National Institutes of Health, New York Medical College and the University of Toledo. Centered
around the theme of the Na/K-ATPase scaffolding function in health and disease, experts discussed a
range of topics that included natural and synthetic modulators of Na/K-ATPase scaffolding function;
novel preclinical and clinical insights in renal, vascular and metabolic disease; and genetic approaches in
mammalian cells and model organisms.
The annual symposium honors the scientific achievements of Zijian Xie, Ph.D., and his discovery of the
scaffolding/signaling function of the Na/K-ATPase pump, a significant research finding that has had
tremendous applications in both biology and medicine. Xie served as director of the Marshall Institute for
Interdisciplinary Research (MIIR) and a professor in the department of biomedical sciences at the Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine from 2013 until his death in January 2020.
“The memory of Zijian Xie and his tireless efforts to advance our understanding of the true biological
function of the Na/K-ATPase protein complex brought basic scientists and clinicians together to discuss
innovative concepts, novel research approaches, and translational insight,” said Sandrine V. Pierre, Ph.D.,
associate scientific director and interim director of MIIR and the symposium’s organizer. “Clearly, Dr.
Xie’s scientific legacy lives on.”
In addition to the research presentations, Marshall University President Jerome A. Gilbert, Ph.D., and
School of Medicine Dean Joseph I. Shapiro, M.D., virtually presented the honorary degree of Doctor of
Science to Maurice A. Mufson, M.D., during the symposium. Mufson, a professor of medicine emeritus
and chairman emeritus for the department of medicine, has made numerous contributions to the field of
medicine as a clinician and scholar; worked tirelessly to educate and train generations of physicians; and
has been pivotal in the success of the School of Medicine.

For more information, visit www.marshall.edu/murc. Proposals are due Nov. 6.

Women in Health Care Town Hall scheduled for Nov. 10
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
Marshall University’s Diversity, Inclusion and Community Town Hall Series continues virtually Tuesday,
Nov. 10, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. with “A Conversation on the Advancement of Women in Health Care.”
Panelists include Paulette Wehner, M.D., vice dean for graduate medical education, Marshall University
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine; Ginger Boles, M.S., PA-C, program director, Physician Assistant
program, Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine; Janet Wolcott, Pharm.D., CPC, ELIMP, clinical pharmacy specialist and residency director, Cabell Huntington Hospital, and certified life
coach; and Cynthia Jones, Ph.D., assistant professor and director of Pre-Pharmacy Living Learning
Community, Marshall University School of Pharmacy.
“This is an opportunity to learn from seasoned, local professionals about the significance of continuing
the advancement of women in the health care field,” said Shelvy L. Campbell-Monroe, Ph.D., associate
dean of diversity and inclusion for the Schools of Medicine and Pharmacy.
Free registration is available at https://jcesomodi.typeform.com/to/f9P698YQ

This event is sponsored by Marshall University’s Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine Multicultural
Advisory Council, the School of Pharmacy Advisory Council on Diversity and Inclusion, the Student
National Medical Association, the Health Spectrum Alliance and the Office of Diversity and Inclusion.

PEIA finance board seeks input at hearings this month
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
The PEIA finance board wants your input!
PEIA’s finance board has scheduled public hearings around the state as follows:
DATE and CITY

LOCATION
Call-In Phone No.: 304-410-0513

Tuesday, November 10, 2020 — Telephone
Town Hall

Conference ID: 73421# Conference will begin
promptly at 6 p.m.
Beckley-Raleigh County Convention Center, 200
Thursday, November 12, 2020 — Beckley
Armory Drive, Beckley
WVU Ericson Alumni Center, One Alumni Drive,
Monday, November 16, 2020 — Morgantown
Morgantown
Culture Center Charleston, 1900 Kanawha Blvd East,
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 — Charleston
Charleston
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 —
Holiday Inn Martinsburg, 301 Foxcroft Avenue,
Martinsburg
Martinsburg

Here’s the schedule in each location:
5 – 6 p.m. Customer service and hearing registration. If you have questions about claims, benefits or
the proposals being discussed, we’ll have staff on hand to help you. Everyone attending the hearing must
register. If you want to speak at the hearing, indicate that at registration. Note: This will not take place
for the telephonic meeting.
6 – 8 p.m. Public hearing. The proposals for Plan Year 2022 will be presented, and members of the
board will take input from the audience.
Masks must be worn at all times at the live hearings, and social distancing will be required.

If you can’t attend a hearing in person, please submit comments to the Finance Board in writing to 601
57th St. SE, Suite 2, Charleston, WV 25304-2345 , or via e-mail to: PEIAComments@wv.gov.
Proposals for Plan Year 2022 (Benefits from 7/1/21 – 6/30/22)

Lauren Tufts, M.D., named October Resident of the
Month
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
Third-year pediatric resident Lauren M. Tufts, M.D.,
has been named October Resident of the Month at the
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, announced
Paulette S. Wehner, M.D., vice dean of graduate
medical education at the school.
“We are fortunate to have someone of Dr. Tufts’
caliber as part of our residency programs here at
Marshall,” Wehner said. “Her go-getter attitude has
already resulted in three publications with a fourth
one pending. Dr. Tufts has been instrumental in the
development of the I-PASS process, which assists in
decreasing miscommunication during handoffs
between members of the same care team. She has done a wonderful job improving patient care through
the development of safer handoffs.”
A Kenova, West Virginia, native, Tufts earned her undergraduate degree in biology with a minor in
chemistry from Marshall University, where she also earned her medical degree. She will complete her
residency in June 2021 and is currently interviewing for a fellowship position in pediatric hospital
medicine. She is married to her high school sweetheart, Alex.
“Dr. Tufts is a stellar resident,” said Audra Pritt, M.D., pediatric residency program director. “The faculty
and residents at Marshall Pediatrics truly enjoy working with her.”
As part of her recognition, Tufts received a plaque and designated parking spot.

———–
Caption: October Resident of the Month Lauren M. Tufts, M.D., (right) is pictured with Audra L. Pritt,
M.D., pediatric residency program director.

Jared Hollinger, M.D., joins Marshall Neuroscience
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Marshall Health and
Mountain Health Network hospitals (Cabell Huntington Hospital and
St. Mary’s Medical Center) welcome Jared S. Hollinger, M.D.
Hollinger, a board-certified, fellowship-trained neurologist, has been
named an assistant professor in the department of neuroscience at the
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. He specializes in neuromuscular
medicine and is certified by the American Board of Psychiatry and
Neurology. Hollinger obtained his medical degree from Marshall
University and then completed his residency and a fellowship at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
“We are very excited that Dr. Hollinger has joined our team, said David O’Dell, department administrator
for Marshall Neurology and Marshall Neurosurgery. “He is a tremendous asset to patients in our region
who suffer from neuromuscular disorders such as ALS.”
Hollinger is accepting new patients and referrals at two locations: Marshall Neuroscience, an outpatient
department of Cabell Huntington Hospital at 1600 Medical Center Drive, Huntington (304-691-1787) and
Marshall Neuroscience – Teays Valley at 300 Corporate Center Drive, Scott Depot (304-691-6910).

Faculty Achievement: Dr. Mohammed Aljasmi
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
Dr. Mohammed AlJasmi, assistant
professor in the Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine, presented a live
talk in the CHEST 2020 conference,
which was conducted virtually this
year because of the pandemic. His
presentation was titled “‘Prone
Position in ARDS.”

CHEST is one of the main organizations for pulmonary and critical care in the United States.

In Memoriam: Bob Barnett
NOVEMBER 4, 2020
Dr. Bob Barnett, who taught sport history for 35 years at Marshall and
served as chair of the Division of Exercise Science, Sport and Recreation,
passed away Oct. 25. A lifelong resident of West Virginia, he wrote more
than 300 articles for publications such as Goldenseal, the Washington
Post and Sports Heritage Magazine.
He also wrote the book Growing Up in the Last Small Town, published in
2010, and coauthored, with Dana Brooks and Ron Althouse, The Black
Athlete in West Virginia, which was published this year.
Barnett was the subject of a profile in We Are … Marshall in 2000. Click to view that issue.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since October 21, 2020
Students: 48
Faculty: 2
Staff*: 2
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital,
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available
at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Nov. 11, 2020. Please send
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9, 2020.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/November-4-2020.

